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Executive Summary:

e This study examines cases leaving aid pre and post-
CalWORKs.

e The rate at which cases are leaving cash aid (the
attrition rate) has increased since 1996.

e 1In 1999, 39 percent of cases were off aid within 18
months. In 1996, by 18 months, 32 percent of cases




Attrition and Case Dynamics

This is one in a series of reports on CalWORKs caseload
characteristics and dynamics produced by the Research and
Development Division of the California Department of Social
Services.

The characteristics and level of the CalWORKs caseload at a
point in time results from the level and composition of flow




Method and Scope:

This study selected cases on aid in 1996 and 1999 and followed them for
18 months.

For each study year cases were followed from the first observed month
on aid. A case left aid when all members of the case were off.

The charts present the percentage of cases on aid in each of the months




Data Sources:

Medi-Cal Eligibility Data System (MEDS)
contains virtually all CalWORKs
recipients. Information is limited but
Includes:

MEDS




The Labor Market and Caseload
Levels Have Changed

Cases

Figure 1

California's Welfare Caseload and Unemployment Rate

1996 Cohort

1999 Cohort
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Pre and Post-CalWORKs




Attrition Rates Compared by Case
Type and Pre and Post-CalWORKs

Number of Cases

Study Zero-Parent |One-Parent | Two-Parent




AFDC/TANF Attrition Charts

The following series of charts represent the percentage of
welfare cases still on aid at each month after the first month
the case was found to be on aid in the study year.

The vertical axis represents the percentage of cases on aid
and the horizontal axis represents the months since the case
was first observed to be on aid




In 1996 AFDC/TANF Attrition Was Highest

For Zero-Parent Cases.
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By 1999 Attrition From CalWORKs Remains Higher For
Zero-parent Cases, and Increased For One and Two-

Parent Cases.
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Attrition Rates Compared For New
and Ongoing Cases

Number of Cases

Study Zero-Parent | One-Parent | Two-Parent
Year Cases Cases Cases




Post CalWORKs Attrition For
Ongoing Zero-Parent Cases Has Changed Little
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Post CalWORKs Attrition For Ongoing
One-Parent Cases is Increased
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Post CalWORKs Attrition For
Ongoing Two-Parent Cases Has Increased
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Post CalWORKs Attrition For
New Zero-Parent Cases Has Changed Little
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Post CalWORKs Attrition For
New One-Parent Cases Has Changed Little
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Post CalWORKs Attrition For
New Two-Parent Cases Has Changed Little
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Summary:

e The rate at which cases are leaving cash aid (the attrition
rate) has increased since 1996.

e 1In 1999, 39 percent of cases were off aid within 18
months. In 1996, by 18 months, 32 percent of cases were
off aid.

e The attrition rate for one and two-parent cases has




Questions regarding the contents of this
publication should be addressed to:

Paul Smilanick, Research Program Specialist I
Data Analysis and Publication Branch
(916) 657-1789
psmilani@dss.ca.gov

or




